
Mapping the Past, 
plotting the Future

The Ashley Kriel  
Youth Leadership Development Project

This publication is a compilation of the collective 
learning journey of participants who had been part of 
the Ashley Kriel Youth Leadership Development project 
2015. Their reflections and insights offer a snapshot of 
the challenges they as young South Africans face but 
also highlights the transformative power of youth.  

Mapping the past, plotting the future addresses the 
need for young people to explore the events of the past 
that have come to define our present and to find ways in 
which to construct inclusive narratives. Through critical 
reflection, meaningful dialogue and an engagement 
with current realities youth can start plotting a future 
they envisage for themselves, their communities and the 
country as a whole.

http://www.ijr.org.za/


https://www.facebook.com/InstituteforJusticeandReconciliation/
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participants in the “the ashley Kriel Youth leadership Development project.”  

CLICK HERE FOR BLOG DETAILS ...

http://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/
http://www.sida.se/English/
http://www.norway.ph/
http://www.ijr.org.za/ashkriel.php
http://reconciliationbarometer.org
http://ashleykrielyouth.org/
http://transformationaudit.org/
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Left: Ashley Kriel artwork.
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“the ashley Kriel Youth leadership 
Development project (aKYlDp), draws its 
inspiration from young political activists 

such as Cape Flats youth leader  
ashley Kriel who was murdered by the 

apartheid regime in the 1980s.”
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change 6 
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influence

4
From numbers 

to dialogue 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_T8tJiZegbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_T8tJiZegbU
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Personal perspectives 
explaining the past changed 

6%

94%

My persective

Yes

No

your text here

At the end of a six month process 94% of participants said that their personal perspectives 
explaining the past has change. In South Africa it is particularly important to diversify the 
narratives explaining the past.

Through workshops which dealt with history, memory, memorialisation and active citizenry, 
there is a constant process of learning and unlearning that happens, whether these are personal 
beliefs or whether it is through an exploration of how new knowledge can be internalized and 
shared. This constant learning and unlearning challenges youth to identify ways in which to 
promote community reconciliation. One participant said that,

“Yes, every ones truths will not always make you feel ‘nice’ but it is necessary because as 
the youth, the vibrant determined youth we are, the hungry youth, as the youth we have a  
role to play in changing our society or at least our community. We need to take each  
lesson we have learnt and somehow work it into our community healing projects”  
– Courtney Cupido, senior UWC Law student.

This participant displays an awareness of the need for collective action and collaboration, 
despite our many differences, to bring about community level change.

“Physically my contexts where I get involved have enlarged 
to not only where I feel comfortable but to where the need 
is (this is mostly where I am not comfortable). My political 
perspective has been given depth as I have been exposed to 
other political views from different races. Also my perspective 
on other people’s stories has gained weight. They are more 
important to me to gain knowledge to understand people’s 
views” – Wynand Breytenbach, postgraduate Theology 
student, Stellenbosch University.

‘Fears in a hat’:  
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activity
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“Many young people 
have expressed 

uneasiness with the 
term born free  

and some reject  
it altogether.” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wg7kBPHU4Lg


20 21

“It is the ability to live a quality life, free from 
judgments, limitations and obstacles based 

on socially constructed barriers.”

activity
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_adqZq4FI4
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activity
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“The kind of student activism that the 
‘when we’ generation had been talking 

about for more than two decades.”

Dr Llewellyn MacMaster and Wandile Dlamini 
speaking at the IJR/FS Intergenerational Dialogue 

on student activism – Then and Now .

1 2

3

4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5mKbKJtcds
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1m4Qe3zuiY
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Hello, my name is  
Mandy Sanger and  

I’m an activist! 

Student activists and panelists Vuyolwethu Toli (Black Students Movement),  
Sekhulekile Duma (Open Stellenbosch), Alex Hotz (Rhodes Must Fall) and  
keynote speaker Mandy Sanger at the 12th annual Ashley Kriel Memorial Lecture.



32 33

Above: Boy in Tanzania.  
Right: Cuban citizens.
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“These socio-
economic issues 

were campaigned 
for by door to door 
‘huis besoek’ and 
in centralised or 

decentralised rallies  
as the systemic 

problems of Apartheid 
or racial-capitalism.”

“Fees must fall” protest at UCT 2015.
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Above: Palestinian Munir Fasheh 
Right: Students at the University 
of Cape Town.  
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